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Purgatory and the Blessed Sacrament. 





HE gloomy, melancholy November days remind us of the piti- 
able condition of the souls in purgatory, and of our Lord so 
abandoned in the tabernacle—two subjects, forcibly appealing 
to every Christian heart. On the one hand we behold the 
Sacrifice with which we aid the suffering souls, —on the other, the 
souls imprisoned in the cleansing flames, awaiting with inexpressible 
longing the hour of their redemption. On the altar we see our adora- 
ble Savior, Who, as the Sacramental Mediator, applies our prayers 
and works and indulgences to the suffering souls; in purgatory, the 
poor prisoners in their place of torment, eagerly watching and crying 
for these salutary gifts. The tabernacle is, as it were, the portal of 
purgatory. From our Savior dwelling there, we are enabled to obtain 
abundant grace and consolation for the souls, suffering and atoning. 
A visit to the Blessed Sacrament, a holy Mass heard devoutly, Holy 
Communion received with fervor,—all these effect an important and 
powerful influence on the condition of the poor souls in their place of 
penance and expiation. 

To these holy souls, who have already appeared before the tribunal 
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of God, was vouchsafed a glance at God's infinite beauty as a sign 
of the favorable sentence that had been passed upon them. And 
since that moment, this beholding of God’s beauty is the object of 
their most ardent longings ever present to their mind, and the banish- 
ment of that blessed vision, the principal torture endured by them 
in purgatory. 

From the foregoing, our weak, human understanding can form 
some idea of the impetuosity, with which they cry to us out of the 
depths, and implore us to aid and deliver them: 

“Friends, you have the inestimable happiness to possess that 
adorable Savior in your very midst upon the altar, that Savior whose 
marvellous beauty enravished our souls, and for the possession of 
Whom we are tortured with inexpressible longing. You have Him in 
your power: speak to Him, pacify Him and make Him favorably 
disposed towards us. Offer up for us, of His infinitely precious 
blood, but one single drop, as there is nothing in heaven and earth 
equal to its value, when like dew from heaven it descends and refreshes 
and vivifies our souls. If you dip your hand into water, therewith 
to cool our parching tongue, it is a most acceptable refreshment; 
still, it is as nothing compared to one drop of the blood of Christ, 
when it descends upon us in this ocean of flames. Do not forget us! 
Remember us with a visit to the Blessed Sacrament, a holy Mass, a 
Holy Communion — heaven will bless you! Hear our cries and 
lamentations! Do not harden your hearts and turn a deaf ear to our 
supplications! Increase your good works in our behalf; your angel 
guardian will record them faithfully in the book of life, and when 
your earthly pilgrimage is ended, with the same measure that you 
shall mete withal, it shall be measured to you again.” 


> 


An Apparition of the Blessed Virgin. 


On Sept. 19, 1846, the Blessed Virgin appeared to two shepherd 
children at La Salette. Our readers are, no doubt, acquainted with 
the circumstances of this apparition. The boy, Maximin, was eleven 
years old, and the girl, Melanie, about fifteen. Melanie, later on 
became a nun, and received the name of Sister Mary of the;Cross. She 
led a very holy life and died some years ago. At the command of 
her superior she wrote the following letter to a priest: 
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“You wish me to tell you something about our Lady of La Salette, 
but I can only repeat what you have already learned from books. I 
may, however, be able to add a few little details. 

1. ‘“The Blessed Virgin was encircled by two exceedingly lumin- 
ous halos. Ido not know how to describe the color of the first, which 
extended three or four yards about the Mother of God, so that in its 
light, which was motionless, we two poor little shepherd children were 
enveloped. Thereupon, another lustre emanated from our good 
Mother, more beautiful and brilliant, the rays of which reached to 
where we were. I could not look in that direction long before my 
eyes were filled with tears; and if it had not all been supernatural, I 
should have been changed into dust even at the approach of the first 
light, and we were so near the Blessed Virgin, that not a single Person 
could have passed between us. 

2 ‘“‘The Blessed Virgin’s scarf was ornamented with roses, and 
her shoes, with white, blue and red roses. From the center of the 
roses issued a kind of flame which arose like incense. . .. The moment 
the Blessed Virgin spoke, the sun appeared like a dark shadow. 

3 “‘While Mary spoke to us, she wept, shedding many tears. 
Oh, who would not weep at sight of his mother weeping? And yet 
our Mother weeps because of the ingratitude of her children. Our 
good Mother’s tears were lustrous; they did not fall upon the earth, 
they disappeared like sparks of fire. The countenance of Mary was 
oblong, her eyes very mild, her whole appearance so sweet and 
charming, that one involuntarily felt drawn to her. Ah, a person would 
have to be dead, not to love the Heavenly Mother. More than that, 
one must never have existed not to love Mary, and not to wish that 
she be loved. Oh, that I could make myself heard throughout the 
world, then I could satisfy my longing to see Mary everywhere loved. 
May Jesus and Mary be known and loved by all hearts, this is my first 
sigh when I awake in the morning....” 


se 


The Demons’ Estimate of the Happiness of Heaven. 





The real happiness of the elect consists principally in beholding 
and possessing God. How great a desire we poor creatures should 
have to behold and possess God, we can learn from the fallen angels 
themselves. 
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Heroldus writes that Bl. Jordan, General of the Dominican Order, 
once while exorcising a possessed person, asked the evil spirit, ““Where 
would you like best to’ be, were it possible for you to choose ?” 

“In heaven,” he replied. 

Bl. Jordan requested him to give the reason. And the demon 
answered, ‘“That I might behold the face of the Creator.” 

The General asked further, “‘How great is your desire for this ?” 

The unfortunate spirit replied, “‘I have only once beheld Him 
for a moment, and that in a dark and imperfect manner. But if on 
the Day of Judgment I could again behold Him thus, only for a 
moment, I would willingly endure until then, all the tortures of the 
damned. 

“You speak truly,” replied Jordan, amazed, yet consoled, “‘and 
I command you to explain to me the beauty of God by means of a 
comparison.” 

““Your request is foolish and senseless,” said the demon, “‘it is 
an impossibility. But I will, nevertheless, give you an example, al- 
though it is merely nothing and ridiculous compared to the reality. 

‘Imagine, that all the beauty of heaven, of earth, of the whole uni- 
verse, of all precious stones, of flowers, fruits, etc., were concentrated 
into one beauty, and this one beauty were illumined by the brightness 
of all stars and suns, it would then far surpass the estimate of all men; 
yet, compared to the Divine Beauty, it were no more than is a dark, 
dreary night, compared to a bright, sunny day. Woe, woe to them 


9 


who are excluded from this eternal vision and glory! 


ox 


No Mortal Can in This Life Behold God. 


A vision of the Divine Child in the sacred host was once on 
Christmas vouchsafed to Blessed Ida. She besought the charming 
Infant in silent prayer: ““O dearest One! infinitely would my heart 
be rejoiced if Thou wouldst show Thyself to me in Thy divinity also.” 
The sweet Child Jesus replied: “‘Desire this not, My daughter, be- 
cause no mortal can in this life behold My Godhead; when I shall 
have renewed the face of the earth, and taken thee to Myself, thou 
shalt behold the glory of My Godhead, face to face.” 

The Blessed Virgin said to St. Bridget: ‘“You shall not be able 
to realize until your soul shall have departed from your body, how 
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highly I have been honored by the Heavenly Father, by my Divine 
Son and the Holy Ghost, together with all the heavenly host.” 


> 


“I Am Coming, Heavenly Lady!’ 





’ (Taken from the writings of St. Gregory the Great.) 

Musa, a young girl of very mirthful disposition, took great de- 
light in lively games and vain amusements, but was always careful 
not to neglect her devotions to the Blessed Virgin. All at oncea 
great change came over her; she became more serious, spoke little 
and avoided taking part in the games of her companions. She per- 
formed her duties very faithfully, and manifested by her conduct, that 
something extraordinary had occurred to her. 

Her parents, greatly surprised at the sudden change in their 
child, urged her to tell them the cause of it. Finally after much hes- 
itation she said: 

“‘The Blessed Virgin surrounded by a band of beautiful maidens 
appeared to me, and asked me whether I would like to join their com- 
pany. Most joyfully I consented. The Mother of God then said to 
me, ‘Change your life, renounce your childish levity, do not laugh 
and jest so much, and be more serious and thoughtful; after thirty 
days I will come for you.’” 

The girl’s parents did not take the child’s words seriously and con- 
sidered her statement as the effect of an excited imagination, but the 
result proved the truth of her words. Thirty days passed. Musa be- 
came ill. All the skill of physicians was fruitless in their efforts to 
restore her health. But the Mother of God was true to her promise. 
Atthe end of thirty days, the Blessed Virgin appeared with her com- 
panions, and Musa exclaimed with an expression of greatest joy, “‘I 
am coming, Heavenly Lady, Iam coming!” Immediately afterwards 
she breathed her last, in order, as St. Gregory the Great remarks, to 
sing with the choir of virgins eternal praise to our Lord and His most 


holy Mother. 
< . 


Remark.—Here we wish toremark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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Surpassingly Great Glory of Virgins in Heaven. 


Rev. W. Eder of the Order of St. Augustine relates the details 
of the following apparition. 

“In a convent there lived three religious who were very intimate 
with one another. Two were virgins, and the other a widow. It 
happened that one of the virgins died, and later on, the widow also 
fell ill and died. Shortly before the death of the latter, the remain- 
ing one of the three, begged her, that if God permitted, the widow 
should after death inform her of the condition of the other sister. 
She promised to do so. 

“After thirty days, while the surviving sister was devoutly pray- 
ing for the two deceased religious, the widow appeared, as she had 
promised, surrounded with indescribable brightness, and said to her, 
‘I have come as you bade me. _I will show you but the slightest part 
of my sublime glory. Blessed be the day on which I was born.’ 

“‘When the sister had recovered from her fright, she asked about 
the condition of her deceased companion. The soul replied: ‘If the 
whole world were nothing but parchment, all the ocean, ink, and all 
persons who have lived in the past, who live now, and will yet live in 
future, were penmen, they would grow weary and discouraged long 
before they would be able adequately to describe the infinitude of her 
heavenly reward. I will impart to you a few things only: 

*“ “Our sister in Christ is adorned with inexpressibly greater 
brightness then I. She follows the Lamb of God in the procession 
of virgins whithersoever He goeth; she is adorned with a wreath of 
supernatural flowers, and joins in the joyful song which virgins only 
can sing. She gave me a few flowers from her wreath, which I pre- 
sent to you, my dearest sister, that in somewhat, and in as far as the 
human mind can conceive, you may know their charm and loveliness.’ 

“‘Thereupon she placed the flowers in a circle on the floor. 
The sweet fragrance which these flowers exhaled, was so great that the 
sister was ravished therewith, and for a long time, the church, and 
the whole convent were filled with the sweetest perfume.” 


>< 


Approbation and Recommendation. I beg to say that your pe- 
riodical of the Blessed Sacrament “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
has my hearty approval and recommendation. 

St. Joseph, Mo., May 25, 1905.  M. F. Burke. 





Mary and the Holy Angels Aid the Suffering Souls. 


The contentment of the souls in purgatory in their state of intense 
sufferings, can only be explained by the divine consolations poured out 
upon them by the Holy Ghost. This Divine Spirit effects in them 
by hope and love, the dispositions of a sick person who submits to a 
painful treatment which is sure to bring about a perfect cure. ‘The 
sick man suffers, but he bears willingly those health-bringing pains. 
A similar effect is produced in the suffering souls by the Holy Ghost, 
the Comforter. Amid the greatest torments, they preserve a wonder- 
ful peace, a supernatural joy. 

The souls in purgatory are also consoled by the Blessed Virgin. 
Is she not the consolation of the afflicted? But what affliction can 
be compared to that of the souls in purgatory? Is not Mary the Moth- 
er of mercy and should she not lavish on the holy, suffering souls 
in particular, the entire mercy of her maternal Heart? She is the 
mother of the souls in purgatory. She reveals to them her mercy es- 
pecially on certain days, on Saturdays, and indeed on all her feasts. 
These festivals of our Lady can justly be called festivals of purgatory. 
We may well believe, that on these days of the Blessed Virgin, the 
Mother of mercy, descends into the dungeons of purgatory, to visit 
and console her devout servants. And according to a pious belief, 
she releases those souls from purgatory on Saturday, who have worn 
the holy scapular. 

Besides the comfort which the poor souls receive from the Mother 
of God, they are assisted and consoled by the holy angels, especially 
by their guardian angels. Spiritual writers say that the task of the 
guardian angel is completed, only when the soul enters heaven. The 
guardian angel gives them as much help and consolation as possible. 
And it is the opinion of many holy teachers, that our Lord, who will 
once send his angels to assemble the elect, sends these same angels 
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from time to time into purgatory to visit and console the suffering 
souls. Without doubt, they are ravished at the sight of these inhab- 
itants of the heavenly Jerusalem, which is the object of all their 


longing. 
>) 


Rosaries in Fine Imitation Cut Stone. 
On Rolled Gold Chain. 


Mother of Pearl Beads, 15 in. Roman Finish, $1.00 
Crystal, Sapphire and Rosestone Rosaries, Roman Finish, length 
15 in., 5 year guarantee, $1.00 


Amethyst, Garnet and Jet, large beads, suitable for elderly 
persons, Roman Finish, length 19 in., 5 year guarantee $1.50 
Sapphire, Crystal, Opal. Amethyst, Garnet and Jet, Bright 
Finish, length 15 in., 10 year guarantee $1.75 
Mother of Pearl Beads, Bright Finish, length 19 in., 10 year 
guarantee $2.00 
Jet, Garnet, Amethyst and Sapphire, length 15 in., 20 year 
guarantee $2.50 
Well-chained cocoa rosaries, small beads, with and without 
chain between each bead, at 25 cts. Medium size 40 and 50 cts. 
Large beads 60 cts. 
Small crucifixes 30,40 and 50 cts. Hanging crucifixes, 7 in. 
in length 60 cts.; 11 in. $1.00 
All the rosaries, if paid for in advance, will be enriched with the Domini- 


can, Crosier, and Papal indulgences, and the crosses inlaid with wood, with 
the indulgences of the Stations, and the indulgence for the dying. 


>) 


A Celestial Army. 





Cardinal Baronius, the great historian, relates: A man who had 
led a virtuous life, underwent in his last hour, a dreadful struggle with 
the evil spirits. At the same time he saw the heavens open, and thou- 
sands of white-robed spirits descend, by whom he was greatly strength- 
ened, and who assured him that they had come to fight for him in this 
dangerous conflict. The dying man was much consoled thereby, and 
begged the celestial army to tell him who they were. They answered, 
*“We are the souls you have released from purgatory. We have come 
to recompense you for your charity, and to take you with us to heaven 
immediately after your death.” Upon receiving this consoling mes- 
sage, he joyfully yielded his spirit into the hands of his Creator. 


























Assist the Souls in Purgatory. 


An Excellent Means to Obtain Aid in Every Necessity. 

N no other way can we obtain so many blessings from God as by 
| a| performing works of mercy. The infallible word of God reads 
| m| thus: ‘“Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy.” 

“‘In what measure you shall mete, it shall be measured to you 
again.” Those who are merciful are aided by God in every necessity. 
This reward the Holy Ghost promises to those who are merciful when 
He says: ‘“‘When thou shalt pour out thy soul to the hungry, and 
shalt satisfy the afflicted soul, then shall thy light rise up in darkness, 
and thy darkness shall be as the noonday” (Isaias lviii. 10). In 
other words: If the merciful man falls into distress and misery, so 
that every ray of light and hope has vanished, then he is visited and 
consoled by God, and the darkness of his misery is suddenly trans- 
formed into the light of joy and bright midday. According to St. 
Gregory Nazianzen, the merciful man possesses the key to the treas- 
ures of God. He says: “‘It lies in our power to dispose God merci- 
fully towards us; for if we are merciful towards our fellow-men, He 
will be merciful to us.” Levre, a pious French priest, said that young 
men and all classes of people in most desperate circumstances came > 
to him, and often when everything else failed, he would tell them to 
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perform works of mercy. And they always received help in their 
distress. 
St. Thomas Aquinas teaches that mercy shown to the souls of the 


departed is more pleasing to God than if shown to the living. ‘““This 
one act of mercy towards the poor souls,” says St. Francis de Sales, 
““comprises the thirteen others, the spiritual and corporal.” The 


learned Cardinal Bellarmine said in his sermons: ““He who espouses 
the cause of the poor souls and is charitable towards them, performs 
a far greater act than if he had given a most generous alms to a poor 
person here on earth.” 

Our Divine Savior once said to Ven. Marie Lataste: ‘““You can 
do nothing more pleasing to God than to aid the suffering souls.” 
And to St. Gertrude our Lord said: ‘“‘Every prayer, howsoever poor 
it may be, if said for the souls in purgatory, is acceptable to Me, on 
account of the great desire I have for their release.” God desires 
their deliverance so ardently, because he loves these souls inexpress- 
ibly, and because their sufferings are so dreadful. No human tongue 
can describe what they endure. St. Thomas Aquinas says: ““The 
least pain of purgatory is greater than the greatest suffering in this 
world.” St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi, who in spirit beheld these 
sufferings, says that all the torments and tortures of the martyrs and 
the most intense fire on earth, are like a pleasure-garden compared to 
what is being suffered in purgatory. 

Many souls must suffer there a long time. Numerous souls ap- 
peared to 'Bl. Frances of the Blessed Sacrament, who had been in 
purgatory twenty, thirty, forty, fifty years, and even longer. There 
is no doubt that the suffering souls love God with glowing love and 
are perfectly satisfied to suffer; moreover, the Blessed Virgin, the 
angels and saints, visit them and console them. Let us, then, take 
compassion on the poor souls, who themselves are not able in the 
least to alleviate their own sufferings. Otherwise we might hear these 
words addressed to us after death: ‘“Judgment without mercy to him 
that hath not done mercy.” 


By Being Merciful to the Poor Souls, We Obtain 
Aid in Every Necessity. 


Because God loves the souls in purgatory so much and longs for 
their redemption, and because their sufferings are so dreadful, God 
bestows special graces on those who come to their assistance. It 
was revealed to a saintly person, that God answers with exceptional 
promptness the prayers of those, who in distress and misery, take 
their refuge to the suffering souls. They receive graces for their 
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soul and graces for their body, temporal favors which they could 
not have expected, had they not been merciful towards the poor 
souls. St. Catherine of Bologna declared expressly, that through the 
mediation of the poor souls in purgatory, she had obtained more 
graces than through the intercession of the saints. Frequently she 
had petitioned the saints in heaven for graces which were not granted; 
but no sooner had she taken refuge to the poor souls, than she ob- 
tained what she desired. 

A devout person declared, that when all her prayers and petitions 
for a certain grace had proved fruitless, and she turned to the souls 
in purgatory, her request was granted. Christ Himself appeared to 
St. Catherine of Siena and revealed to her that she had obtained 
hundreds of great graces through the intercession of these holy souls. 
Anna of St. Bartholomew confesses that in all her needs she sought 
and found aid through the poor souls. Peter Scarga, S.J., also testifies 
that whenever he called on the poor souls, he obtained every favor 
he asked from God. One poor soul said to the Bl. Frances of the 
Blessed Sacrament: ‘““We, too, recommend your needs to God. 
Whenever a person remembers us, we all remember him before God 
and obtain graces for him, especially the grace to serve God faith- 
fully, to avoid sin, and the grace of a happy death.” St. Bridget 
relates that she once heard many poor souls praying, ‘‘O God, reward 
those who help us in our misery.” : 

St. Alphonsus Liguori and Cardinal Bellarmine are of the opinion 
that the poor souls may be invoked. We need but read the number- 
less instances recorded, regarding aid received through the poor 
souls. In one case, a person is delivered from the passion of gam- 
bling on account of his charity for the souls in purgatory, another 
from drink, a third from impure temptations, and another obtains 
through these holy souls the grace of receiving the last sacraments, etc. 
Yea, Mary herself recommends to her servants, charity towards the 
souls in purgatory. 

Father Alphonse Corseti S.J., had long been annoyed with violent 
temptations against holy chastity; as he had vainly employed every 
means to banish them, he took refuge to Mary. The Blessed Virgin 
appeared to him and requested him to pray much for the poor souls; 
he did so and was relieved. If a person, having temptations against 
chastity, prays much and perseveringly for those souls in purgatory 
who are suffering on account of having failed against this virtue, he 
may be assured that he will obtain aid. Oh, let us pray with confi- 
dence for the poor souls in our necessities; whosoever makes a trial 
will soon experience that through them everything can be obtained. 
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Charity Towards Deceased Priests. 


Among the suffering souls, there is a class which is seldom rec- 
ommended to the prayers of the faithful, namely, the souls of deceased 
priests. And yet, the faithful can never sufficiently realize the many 
and great blessings for which they are indebted to the priests. All 
the graces and blessings of our holy religion are imparted to us 
through the priest. From the cradle to the grave, the priest is the 

‘dispenser of graces; he is our comforter, helper and adviser. Our 
Divine Lord once said to Ven. Marie Lataste: ““My daughter, pray 
much for my priests, for they are entirely too little prayed for. Too 
often the faithful forget that it is their duty to pray for priests, who 
are their fathers, as regards their salvation.” The greater the dignity 
with which a person is invested, the greater the responsibility, and 
the more strict the judgment. We read in the life of Bl. Frances of 
the Blessed Sacrament, that two popes, many bishops, and especially 
a great number of priests appeared to her, begging her assistance. 
Among all the suffering souls, the souls of priests are the dearest to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and to Mary. Therefore, mercy shown 
to them, is especially pleasing to God, and those who aid the souls 
of departed priests, may expect special graces. Young men, in par- 
ticular, who are preparing for holy Orders, should practice exception- 
ally great charity towards the souls of deceased priests; they will 
thereby obtain special graces ‘for their vocation. Mercy shown to 
them and to the other suffering souls, will be the means of providing 
great and powerful friends for us in eternity. 

Many departed souls have appeared to their benefactors to express 
their gratitude, and to assure them of their intercession in heaven. 
Let us, therefore, be especially charitable towards departed priests. 
Parents, also, whose sons are preparing for the priesthood, should be 
most charitable towards souls of deceased priests, then their sons will 
become good priests. 


By the Redemption of the Souls in Purgatory God Is Glorified 
in a Most Perfect Manner. 

The preceding lines have placed before us the advantages we 
ourselves derive by being charitable towards the poor souls. ‘The 
chief purpose of the saints in all their actions was always the honor 
and glory of God. This should, therefore, always be the principal 
object in our good works offered for the dead. Our Divine Savior 
taught us that our first petition to the Heavenly Father should be, 
“‘Hallowed be Thy name!” Holy Church has the same intention 
when in the Gloria of the Mass she says, ‘“We give Thee thanks for 
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Thy great glory!” Praising God is the principal occupation of the 
saints in heaven, and if we ransom a soul from purgatory, we help to 
people heaven with souls who praise God in our stead. A pious 
monk was so effected by this thought, that he exclaimed: “‘I invite 
all who are inflamed with the desire to see God glorified, and who 
strive for the pure love of God, to ponder this truth.” 

If St. Theresa and other saints declared that they would gladly 
have suffered all imaginable torments if thereby they could have in- 
creased God’s glory one degree, what ought we not to do and 
suffer in order to hasten the deliverance of the souls in purga- 
tory, who are the means of increasing God’s honor and glory, 
and not for a moment only, but for all eternity. A fervent religious, 
P. John of St. Mary, in a transport of love exclaimed: ‘I confess 
that I desire to be banished to a wilderness or a prison all the days 
of my life, there to do nothing else but gain indulgences for the suf- 
fering souls, and thereby conduct some of them to our Divine Savior 
that they might love and praise Him with all their might.” Father 
Faber says: ‘It is most fortunate to have some one in heaven who 
praises, loves and glorifies God with us and for us.” And elsewhere 
he says: ‘This devotion is an act of love towards the humanity of 
Jesus Christ, because it exalts the wealth of His redemption; it honors 
His merits and glorifies His blood.” Mary, the saints, and the guard- 
ian angels of the souls that are delivered, are eternally grateful to us. 

The least good work aids the poor souls, if done for the love of 
Jesus and with a good intention. Our Divine Savior revealed this to 
St. Gertrude, saying: ‘As a usurer will not permit a single oppor- 
tunity to escape of earning a penny, so will I much less let even a 
movement of your little finger, made for love of Me be lost, and will 
apply it for My honor and your salvation. My tenderness will accept 
a step made, a straw picked up from the ground, a word, a greeting, 
a short memento for the dead, a prayer for sinners or for the just, if 
but a good intention is connected therewith.” 

Let us often make acts of the love of God; these interior acts are 
of inexpressible value, as is explained in Father Faber’s beautiful 
book “‘All for Jesus.” ‘‘Every act of love merits life eternal,” says 
a saint, and how easily can one say and think: My Jesus, I love 
Thee, I will love Thee, etc. These acts of love give the poor souls 
great relief and aid; they are most pleasing to God and have many 
advantages for our soul. Let us, then, assist the suffering souls in 
every possible way; inexpressible aid will we once obtain and eternal 
will be our reward. 
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What the Holy Fathers Have to Say. 


St. Augustine: “There is no occupation more excellent and 
holy than to pray for the dead.” Again he says: “‘I pray for the 
departed that, when they shall have attained heaven, they may also 
pray for me.” 

St. Cyril: “Let us pray for the dead, for their souls are thereby 
much relieved.” 

St. John Chrysostom: “‘Not by weeping are the departed aided 
but by prayers and alms.” 

““One of the holiest occupations and one of the most worthy 
cares of this life is to give alms for the departed and to pray for them.” 


A Perpetual Adoration for the Consolation 
of the Poor Souls. 

Mindful of the words of St. Augustine, that there is no occupa- 
tion more holy and excellent than to pray for the dead, the Perpetual 
Adoration of the most Blessed Sacrament was established, with eccle- 
siastical approbation, at the Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Mo. 

It is a well known fact, that in these progressive times of ours, 
and especially in our own exceedingly busy United States, prayer is 
comparatively neglected, and yet, it is an indispensable means for 
attaining salvation. Prayer is absolutely necessary for the just, that 
he may live and increase in sanctity. Prayer is absolutely necessary 
for the sinner, that he may obtain the grace of conversion. Prayer 
procures for us the grace to battle against temptations. Prayer obtains 
for us the grace of every virtue. Prayer enlightens our understand- 
ing, inflames our heart, draws God’s blessing upon our work. Prayer 
brings aid in every need, gives consolation in sorrow, averts tem- 
poral evil. : 

In our days, then, prayer is also needed; the Perpetual Adoration 
is, therefore, a welcome help, opportunely destined by Divine Provi- 
dence for the consolation and aid of many living and dead. For more 
than thirty years the Perpetual Adoration has existed here in Clyde. 

The Benedictine Sisters pray day and night before the most 
Blessed Sacrament, for the departed souls that have been recom- 
mended to their prayers. 

All the Sisters receive and offer daily Holy Communion for 
these souls. 

Every week throughout the year one holy Mass is said for the 
repose of those same suffering souls, and many thousand holy Masses 
are heard by the Sisters in this intention. 

The entire Community, numbering more than 120 Sisters, daily 
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offer their good works for the consolation and release of these departed 
souls. 

The living, also, can be enrolled and share in all the holy Mass- 
es, Communions, prayers and good works here-before mentioned, 
that they may thereby obtain the grace of final perseverance, of 
worthily receiving the last sacraments, and of dying a happy death, 
certainly the greatest spiritual gift that can be desired. 

To be admitted it is required that the name be registered and an 
alms be given for the maintenance of the house of God. The alms is 
usually fifty cents. 

Thus every one may secure for himself the benefits of perpetual 
prayers of a numerous community of Sisters, who have consecrated 
themselves to the unceasing adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
For many it will be a source of great consolation, to know, that un- 
ceasing prayer rises to the throne of God for their departed parents 
or children, for their friends or relations; to know, that souls conse- 
crated to God pray for the most important of all graces: to die in 
the friendship of God. 


The Saerifice of the Mass, 
the Greatest Consolation for the Poor Souls. 


At the Council of Trent, Holy Church declared definitely, that 
the most effectual aid is given to the souls in purgatory by the Sacri- 
fice of the Mass. A devout servant of God says most beautifully : 
“The Sacrifice of the Mass is far more pleasing to God, than if we 
offered Him thousands of worlds of seraphim.” The holy Doctors, 
St. Gregory and St. Jerome say, that the souls for whom a Holy Mass 
is being said, do not experience any pain during the time of the Sac- 
rifice, nor those for whom the priest makes a memento. Great re- 
freshment is given to the suffering souls, if, after the consecration, the 
precious blood in the chalice is offered up for them. By having 
Masses said for the poor souls, we can obtain marvelous graces. 
Numberless persons have been aided in their necessities, by having 
Masses said for the souls in purgatory. To assist at Mass for the 
poor souls is likewise a source of many graces. 


Alms-deeds, a Means of Great Aid for the Souls in Purgatory. 


Scarcely any charitable work is more highly extolled in Holy 
Scripture or more earnestly recommended, than the giving of alms. 
We read in Ecclesiasticus (iii. 33): ““Water quencheth a flaming fire, 
and alms resisteth sin,” that is, the punishment still due to sin. An- 
other passage says: ‘Stretch out thy hand to the poor, that thy ex- 











146 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 


piation and thy blessing may be perfected (vii. 37), whereby the Holy 
Ghost means to intimate that without alms-giving there is no perfect 
expiation. St. Thomas, therefore, does not hesitate to attribute more 
expiatory power to alms-giving than to prayer. Many departed souls 
have petitioned those to whom they appeared, to give alms in their 
behalf. Devout persons at all times, have been solicitous to give 
abundant alms for the consolation of the poor souls. St. Ambrose, 
in his sermons, recommends alms-giving for the souls in purgatory. 

A poor soul once appeared to St. Margaret of Cortona and said: 
“Oh, if men knew from what torments they deliver the suffering souls 
when they are generous to those in need, and what a treasure they 
thereby lay up for themselves, they would distribute all they possess 
to the poor.” Let us not forget, however, what St. Gregory says, 
that God does not so much consider the amount given, as the heart 
of the giver. 

Mary, the Mother of the Poor Souls. 

The Mother of God said to St. Bridget: ““I am the Mother of the 
poor souls in purgatory, for all the sufferings they have deserved, are 
being mitigated more or less every hour by my intercession.” Ac- 
cording to St. Bernardine of Siena, Mary has special dominion in 
this prison of the souls of the spouses of Christ, and consoles and 
delivers them. She even descends into purgatory on Saturdays, as 
she promised Pope John XXII., and also on her feastdays. St. Peter 
Damian relates that, a pious woman, named Marozia, appeared aftér 
her death to a friend of hers, and told her that on the feast of Our 
Lady’s Assumption, she and many other souls had been released from 
purgatory, and that the number of those who were delivered exceeded 
the population of the city. Rome had at that time about 200,000 
inhabitants. 

Ven. Sister Paula of St. Theresa was once in spirit transported 
into purgatory. There she beheld Mary in great splendor surrounded 
by hosts of angels, whom she commissioned to release all those souls 
who while on earth, had practiced special devotion towards her. The 
vision occurred on a Saturday. The greatest proof of our love that 
we can give to Mary on Saturdays, is to pray much for her children 
in purgatory. Oh, how fortunate will those be when they get to purga- 
tory, who during life had venerated Mary; they will not be deserted. 
Mary is powerful to aid them, but she desires that we petition her, 
especially through the rosary. St. Alphonsus Liguori says: “‘If we 
would render efficacious aid to the suffering souls, we must always 
recommend them to the Blessed Virgin Mary in our prayers, and es- 
pecially offer up the rosary for them, whereby they obtain much 
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consolation.” Blessed Alanus writes: ‘‘Many brethren in the Lord 
have testified under oath that, during the rosary devotion, many souls 
appeared and gratefully assured them that, after the Sacrifice of the 
Mass, the most efficacious means for their ransom was the holy rosary, 
and that daily many souls were released thereby who otherwise would 
have had to suffer in purgatory for many, many years. Let us, there- 
fore, often pray the rosary for the poor souls. 


The Heroic Act of Charity for the Suffering Souls. 


The heroic act of charity consists in offering for the souls in pur- 
gatory through the hands of Mary, all one’s good works, as likewise 


- those which are offered in our behalf by others during our life and 


after death. Pope Pius IX., in a decree of Nov. 20, 1854, recom- 
mended the heroic act of charity to all the faithful, and granted to 
this act extraordinary indulgences. A priest who has made the heroic 
act, can by every Holy Mass that he says, release a soul from purga- 
tory by way of suffrage. All the faithful who have made the heroic 
act, can gain a plenary indulgence each time they receive Holy Com- 
munion, and on Mondays by assisting at Mass for the poor souls. 
All indulgences they gain, including those which are otherwise not 
applicable to the souls in purgatory, will benefit the holy souls, even 
though the intention was not made to gain an indulgence. Pius IX. 
calls the heroic act, the greatest consolation of the poor souls. By 
means of it, all our good works, all sufferings, all prayers, all interior 
acts, flow like a great, inexhaustible stream into purgatory. It may, 
therefore, justly be said that the heroic act is the greatest work of 
mercy, the most salutary of all acts of charity. Those who make this 
act, may expect a great reward in heaven. 

Dionysius, the Carthusian, tells of a holy virgin, Gertrude, who 
was accustomed to offer up every morning all her good works for the 
poorsouls. When she came to die, the evil spirit filled her with alarm 
and endeavored to drive her to despair, by representing to her that 
she had no good works left for herself, as she had carelessly given 
them all away, etc. Thereupon our Lord appeared to her in radiant 
splendor and said: “‘Why art thou so alarmed, my daughter? That 
thou mayest know how pleasing to Me was thy charity towards the 
suffering souls, I remit to thee the entire punishment that had been 
decreed to thee. And having promised a hundred-fold to those who 
in charity towards their fellow-men forget themselves, I will increase 
thy glory in heaven a hundred-fold. Moreover, all the souls whom 
thou hast released from purgatory, will soon come to meet thee, and. 
conduct thee to heaven.” 
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It is a truth that nothing is lost if something is lost for God. 
Father Ferdinand of Monroy, on his death-bed, bequeathed in writ- 
ing to the souls in purgatory, all the Holy Masses that would be said 
for his repose, as also all works of penance and indulgences that 
might be offered forhim. By the heroic act we do not bind ourselves 
under pain of sin, but merely resolve earnestly to keep it faithfully. 
Nor does it prevent a person from praying especially for his relatives. 
Mary realizes our obligations, and we may petition her to apply this 
or that good work to a soul for whom we desire to pray particularly. 
Let us also consider that whatever we do for the poor souls, will be 
accepted by our Lord as done to Himself, as though He had been 
ransomed from a fiery dungeon. He revealed this to St. Gertrude. 
The heroic act is a great honor and joy for Mary, because we place 
everything in her hands, that she may release her suffering children. 
Oh, let us not hesitate to make the heroic act of charity. To have 
the will to make it is sufficient. A formula may however be used: 

O my God, in union with the merits of Jesus and Mary, I 
offer up to Thee forthe poor souls in purgatory, all my works of 
satisfaction, as also those that might be offered up by others for 
me, during life, at my death, and after my death. Amen. 

It is well to renew this formula every day, or at least, every 
Sunday. 

Advertisement.—Foregoing article, “Assist the Souls in Purga- 
tory,” is excellent for extensive circulation. In small booklet form, 
price per copy, 5 cents; 3 for 10 cents. 
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Even the Last Farthing Must be Paid. 





In a certain village of the Black Forest, in Baden, a young curate 
had labored a short time, who was a great friend of the souls in pur- 
gatory, and offered the holy Sacrifice of the Mass for them as often 
as possible. One evening, at about ten o’clock, he was in his room 
preparing a sermon. Suddenly the door opened without the least 
sound; he looked up astonished, and saw an aged priest enter, who 
silently passed through the room in the opposite direction, and dis- 
appeared through the door of the bedroom. The curate followed 
him, examined the room, but found no one. Although he was certain 
that he saw the priest, he ventured not to mention the occurrence to 
the pastor, for fear of being laughed at. 
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As the same thing happened the second evening and at the same 
hour, he decided to tell the pastor about it. The latter asked for a 
description of the aged priest. After listening attentively he said, 
*“My dear Father, you have exactly described my deceased predeces- 
sor in this place. Address him, the next time he appears, perhaps he 
is in need of help.” 

With a throbbing heart the curate sat in his room that evening, 
awaiting his strange visitor. Again the old priest put in his appear- 
ance, and when addressed by the curate, replied that he was the former 
pastor of the parish, and that owing to his illness and death, had been 
prevented from saying thirty-five Masses for which he had accepted 
the stipends in advance. He earnestly begged the curate to say the 
Masses in his stead, so God’s justice might the sooner be satisfied, and 
he could be admitted to the Beatific Vision. The curate promised 
the deceased to comply with his request, and henceforth never saw 
him again. After that the curate could never be induced to accept 
stipends for Masses in advance. 


Se 


The Saddest Thing at Death and a Remedy for it. 





“‘Father,” said a miser to his pastor, ““do you know what is the 
saddest thing at death?” “I am curious to know what you consider 
the saddest thing,” replied the priest. 

“‘That a person cannot take his money with him when he dies !” 

“‘Oh, that you can easily do if you go about it in the right way.” 

“Indeed? I never heard that before; how can it be done?” 
asked the astonished miser. ‘‘All that is necessary,” said the pastor, 
“is to act in accordance with the words of Christ: ‘What you do to 
one of these my least brethren, you do to me.’ 

“‘Now, if you have a great deal of money, you can get it shipped 
into etérnity. The moment you give a coin to a poor person, or 
your support to any charitable work, these gifts are at once in the 
hands of Christ, Who will save them for you and make them bear 
interest until the great day of retribution.” Thoughtfully, the man 
took his departure. Since that day he laid up part of his superfluous 
wealth with Christ, and when he died, he was honored by God and 


by men. 
ox 
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Che Great Indulgence for the Poor Souls. 
Nov. ist and 2d. 


We would like to remind our kind readers of the TOTIES 
QUOTIES indulgence to be gained on All Souls’ Day. 


All those who wear the highly indulgenced Jubilee Medal 
of St. Benedict, can gain a plenary indulgence as often as they 
visit a church or public chapel, from twelve o’clock, noon, on 
All Saints’ Day until twelve o’clock, midnight, on All Souls’ 
Day, and pray the Our Father and Hail Mary five times, or other 
prayers of about the same length, according to the intention of the 
Holy Father, provided they have received the holy sacraments. 


When the second of November falls on a Sunday the eccle- 
siastical celebration of All Souls is transferred to Monday, but 
the indulgence remains on November 2d. The visits should, 
therefore, be made on this day, not on the following. 


The Jubilee Medal can be procured from us. We are sorry 
to say that imitation Jubilee Medals are circulated in the United 
States, probably manufactured by an unscrupulous firm. Ac- 
cording to the decision of the Holy Father, Pius X., such medals 
cannot have the Jubilee indulgence attached to them. 


The genuine Jubilee Medals all come from Monte Cassino, 
the mother-house of the Benedictine Order. We receive our 
Medals direct from Monte Cassino. 


Anyone desiring a few of these highly blessed medals, may 
send an alms of twenty-five cents. Leaflets, explaining the use 
of the medal, and of the indulgences connected therewith, will 
be sent with medals. 


> 


Assist the Poor Souls by Applying Indulgences. 


In Spain there lived a pious Jesuit who was much devoted to the 
poor souls, but for a long time could not determine which was the bet- 
ter: to gain an indulgence for the soul most abandoned in purgatory, or 
for the one nearest release and about to enter heaven. His compas- 
sion at first decided in favor of the most abandoned soul, then for the 
one nearest heaven. For he reasoned thus: Christian charity is a more 
excellent virtue than compassion, and it is a greater act of charity to 
offer an indulgence for the soul that has been more just and loved 
‘God the more, for by so doing he would promote the greater honor 
of God Who is the Creator of this soul; and since this soul is nearest 
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her entrance into heaven, she will immediately begin to giorify God 
by praising and honoring Him. 

Furthermore, the soul will not be wholly in possession of our Lord 
until she reaches heaven, where our Divine Savior will present her to 
His Heavenly Father as the fruit and trophy of His suffering. The 
sooner this soul, so near to heaven is admitted to eternal bliss, the 
sooner will she begin to obtain graces for her benefactors and for 
all souls in need of help. 

Since in this manner, the honor of God, the interests of Jesus, 
and the salvation of souls would be promoted, the Jesuit Father decid- 
ed to apply the indulgence to the soul that was nearest redemption, 
although not without a fervent sigh and a pleading glance at Mary nor 
without the consoling thought that our Savior would in some manner 
remember the poor, abandoned soul. Every person is at liberty, how- 
ever, to apply the indulgences to whom he wishes. 

By applying our indulgences to the suffering souls, we acquire a 
great increase of merit, because we honor God by striving to release 
souls, who will glorify Him in heaven. The Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
angels and saints will rejoice thereat, and obtain graces for us. By 
performing our good works in behalf of the suffering souls, and apply- 
ing the indulgences to them, we acquire merit upon merit, and in return 
will obtain from God a hundred-fold for what we have done for them. 
It is to our own advantage, therefore, if we apply all our satisfactions 
and indulgences to the souls in purgatory, whether we offer them for 
the most abandoned souls or for those nearest redemption. 

While contemplating the torments of the suffering souls, Saint 
Bernard touchingly remarks: “‘I will invoke the Lord with mournful 
lamentations, I will beseech Him with continual sighing. I will remem- 
ber the departed in my prayers and will offer up the Holy Sacrifice for 
their consolation, hoping that the Lord will cast a pitying glance on 
them, and will change their torments into rest, their distress into in- 
effable glory. By such means their time of punishment can be short- 
ened, their pains and torments mitigated.” 


“Golden Links.’’ 
An ideal prayer book, superior to most others. Size 4% x 2% in. 
347 pages. Fine leather binding, $0.65, $0.75 and $1.20 
“Joy in God.” 


A very convenient vest pocket manual. Size 4% x 2% in. 270 
pages. Neatly bound in leather, $0.65, $0.75 and $1.35 


Address: TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 
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A Cemetery Sermon. 





NE evening I went to the cemetery for the purpose of making 
my meditation. It was a very large cemetery with number- 
less crosses and tombstones, and I was the only living person 
on this vast burying-place. Like the twilight spreads over 

the earth, so a silent melancholy came over my soul. Oh, what suf- 
fering and anguish, what agony and cold perspiration had it cost to fill 
all these graves! And if all the tears that were wept over the thou- 
sands of departed, at their death and after their death, could be put 
together, what a great, burning, bitter flood, what an infinitely sad 
sea it would be! 

I passed on slowly and came to the tombstone of a parish priest. 
I paused; gloomily the thought pressed itself upon my mind: How 
may he have stood the judgment, the responsibility of so many, of 
those still living and those already dead? And I came to the grave 
of a county treasurer. Doubtless he kept accurate accounts, and his 
office was of less responsibility. But was it not possible that he 
might have made an error in his calculations regarding his immortal 
soul? Ifa person draws a large salary, is highly honored and enjoys 
the comforts of life, it can easily happen that he becomes too much 
attached to his body and lets his soul creep along the earth. When 
he comes to die, his soul is poor and naked like the few bones that are 
finally left over from his dead body. And then the judgment regard- 
ing all his deeds and omissions in this life! 

I began to shudder at the thought of being a mortal man, obliged 
to die, to be judged and hear the irrevocable sentence. And lo — 
as on a dark night the clouds separate and through the gap show the 
deep blue starry heavens; and as on Christmas night a beautiful an- 
gel appeared to the shepherds, so a bright, heavenly light suddenly 
shone comforting through the dark clouds that passed over my soul. 
It was the thought: In whomsoever the love of God has grown strong 
and firm, such a one possesses a life over which death has no power. 
Death may strip him of his body like the rest of mankind, but this is 
not very painful to him, for his soul does not cling to the body as its 
supreme good, but is founded in God, during life and death. In the 
Old Testament we read in the Canticle of Canticles, “‘Love is strong 
as death;” but the New Testament says, ‘Love is stronger than death.” 

Nor need we fear the judgment, for our Lord says of such a 
person, ‘““‘He cometh not into judgment, but is passed from death to 
life.” Love is a steel armor against the sting of death, and a safe 
conductor for the sentence of condemnation at the last judgment. 
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The soul that loves God is therefore not alarmed at the thought of 
death, but meets it courageously. And if the fire of divine love be- 
comes more and more inflamed in the heart, the soul will gradually 
feel like the sojourner who for a long time had been wandering about 
in strange countries. He longs to return to his home and be with his 
dear parents. And when on his homeward journey after weary wan- 
dering he has finally clumb the last mountain, and he catches a glimpse 
of the cross on the spire of his native town, he forgets the wearisome 
and long journey, and his blistered feet cease to ache, for his heart 
rejoices and he is happy. The last mountain is your final illness. It 
may treat your body severely, you will not heed it very much, like 
St. Stephen who no longer regarded the stones that were thrown at 
him, when he beheld the heavens open. 

This is all very well, you may think; but how shall I attain to this 
joyous love and life in God which will rob death of its sting? Listen. 
You have often been at Masses for the dead. At the Gospel the priest 
says or sings the words of Christ: “I am the resurrection and the 
life; he that believeth in Me although he be dead, shall live; and 
every one that liveth and believeth in Me shall not die forever.” 


Alban Stolz. 


An All Souls’ Night. 





HE last rays of the pale autumn sun were gilding the old castle, 
whose gray towers rose melancholy into the air. An elderly 
lady dressed in mourning was leaning against the casement 
of one of the artistically hewn windows. Her gaze strayed 
sadly across the bare, desolate landscape; one might suppose that she 
intended to absorb the gloomy picture which nature was offering this 
day. .Sad and mournful rang the bells in the valley below, and as the 
wind carried the plaintive tones up to the old, lonely castle, the ex- 
pression of pain and grief which were impressed on the fine Greek 
profile of the aged countess, became more marked than ever. 

The sun had long disappeared from the horizon, dense shadows 
of twilight enveloped the landscape, and not a star was seen in the 
sky. Harsh and cold the north wind swept through the leafless trees, 
causing the weather-vanes on the ancient towers to moan and shriek. 

The old lady still sat gazing out into the darkness and listening 
for the bells, which had long stopped ringing. She felt chilled — the 
wind was so cold and the recollections so sad! — Mechanically she 
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threw herself into an old armchair, gradually her eyelids drooped 
lower and lower, and she was wrapt in the visions of a dream. 

Presently, a door concealed in the wall opened, and on the 
threshold appeared the angelic figure of a blue-eyed, golden-haired 
child, about eight years of age. In her hand she carried a peculiar 
lamp, whose bright light imparted a golden lustre to the desolate hall. 
The glance of the ethereal figure wandered tenderly from one object 
to another, just as though they were old acquaintances, and finally 
with visible pleasure was riveted on a child’s chair which she noise- 
lessly drew to the side of the slumbering matron. Then, lovingly, 
the lips of the child whispered : 

“‘Grandmother, I have come to surprise you; see God has grant- 
ed me the pleasure to do so this evening. Do you not know your 
darling anymore? I have not forgotten you, although it is so inex- 
pressibly beautiful in heaven. In the heavenly gardens I daily twine 
wreaths of roses with the angels, and in the evening we offer them to 
the Blessed Virgin. Grandmother, every evening I leave the hosts 
of angels for a few moments and come and hover near you.” 

Having said this, the little figure raised itself up, and with a last 
radiant glance took in the contents of the spacious hall so replete 
with cherished memories. She beheld her toys still in the same place 


where she left them, when the fatal illness had snatched her from her 
happy, sunny home. Turning to the countess, the protectress of her 
childhood, she pressed with exceeding tenderness a kiss upon her pale 
forehead and snow-white hair. 


Silently, like a shadow, she passed through the familiar room, 
but before withdrawing, turned once more toward the old lady, and 
looking at her lovingly, said in a pleading voice, ‘“Dear grandmother, 
love the poor for my sake— Goodby!” And with inimitable grace 
she waved her hand in a last farewell. 

““My darling do not leave me!” And reaching out her arms, 
the old countess tried to grasp the vanishing figure of the child.— 
At that moment she opened her eyes and found herself encompassed by 
total darkness. Raising her hand to her feverish brow, she whispered, 
““My God, have I been dreaming ?” and touching the electric button, 
a flood of light poured into the room, but all was cold and void like 
the tomb. 

Dull and heavy, twelve strokes from the castle-tower resounded 
through the stillness of the night. The countess nerved herself, her dis- 
consolate, wandering glance fell upon the little chair; beside herself 
with grief she threw herself upon it, covering the embroidered coverlet 
with kisses and bedewing the faded colors with her burning tears. 
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On this cold November night, under pressure of the terrible, 
heart-rending desolation, the sorrow-worn woman laid aside her pride, 
and in sight of her darling’s little chair, the precious remembrance 
of an angel that had vanished, better sentiments began to awaken in 
her innermost soul. She recalled her torpid inactivity these many 
years, her lonely walks through the grounds of the castle, where every 
nook and corner forced sad recollections upon her mind. She 
thought of the sleepless nights, when in despair she had wandered 
through the long, dark corridors, and with grief inexpressible, called 
again and again by name, the last of her descendants, as though 
the echo reverberating from the high vaulted passages, could give 
solace to her bleeding heart, and heal her wounded pride, pride in 
the long, noble lineage of her ancestors. 

While thus in mute self-accusation she called to mind the pictures 
of a lifetime wasted, she suddenly thought of the words of her de- 
ceased grandchild, ““Grandmother, love the poor for my sake.” She 
remembered the pleading glance of the angelic figure, and felt the 
reproach of conscience more and more keenly. In her excessive 
grief for her dear departed ones, she had kept herself secluded from 
everybody, and permitted no one to enter the castle. To the wants 
of the poor she had become indifferent, and to the well meant counsels 
of the village pastor she had turned a deaf ear. 

“Love the poor for my sake” — she repeated thoughtfully. 
Gradually the icy crust of her sorrow-steeped heart gave way, the 
proud head bowed low, and the haughty glance that had bade defiance 
to the divine destiny assumed a milder lustre. For a moment she 
underwent a violent struggle, then love and contrition conquered, 
and she raised her eyes to the ivory crucifix on the wall before her. 
The image of the crucified Savior stretching out His arms in death, 
as though saying, “Come to Me all you that labor and are bur- 
dened, and I will refresh you,” seemed to announce pardon to the 
hitherto grief-stricken and embittered woman, and infused new joy into 
her desolate soul: “‘Love the poor for my sake,” still ringing in her 


ears. 
> 


The Charcoal-burner of Wuerzburg. 


Some thirty years ago, a student from Alsace went to Wuerzburg 
to complete his studies at the university. One time while there, he 
witnessed the grand obsequies of a very wealthy citizen, for whom 
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many Masses were said at the cathedral. After the services, a poor 
laborer approached the student and said to him: “Alas, for me, a 
poor charcoal-burner of Wuerzburg! when I am dead, not even one 
Mass will be said for me, and I will have to burn a long time in pur- 
gatory.” To console him, the student told the man, that after he had 
become a priest, he would certainly say a Mass for him. The poor 
man joyfully accepted the promise; after that, the two never met again. 

The student became a priest, and entered a monastery at Alsace, 
and in religion is known by the name of Father Hilary. One night 
the Father heard a rap at his door; he arose and hastened to the Prior, 
supposing that he had summoned him. The Prior, however, said that 
he had not called him, and that the Father must have dreamed. Fa- 
ther Hilary again retired. The rapping was repeated a second anda 
third time; thereupon the Prior told him, to request in God’s name 
of him who rapped, to tell who he was. The Father did as he was 
bidden, and received the reply, “‘I am the charcoal-burner of Wuerz- 
burg, and am waiting for the Mass you promised me.” Father Hilary 
then begged the Prior’s permission to say the Mass, and explained the 
circumstances under which it had been promised. The Prior readily 
granted permission, and the following morning requested all the monks 
assembled in the church to pray for the deceased. Presently a bright 
light was seen in choir, and the singing of the hymn ‘“‘Holy God we 
praise Thy name” was heard. The good man’s soul had doubtless 
been delivered from purgatory, through the Mass that had just been 
offered up for his repose. 

Dear reader, do you, likewise, occasionally have a Mass said, for 
the poor souls who have no friends or relatives to pray for them, and 
who are forgotten by everybody as was the poor charcoal-burner. 
One holy Mass might be sufficient to redeem such a poor person. 
Poor people are often despised by the world and by their hard work 
and privation had already a great portion of purgatory here on earth. 


> 


The Tabernacle of Jesus, 


“‘The tabernacle of Jesus,” says Ven. Marie Lataste, ‘‘is the place 
to which I like best to withdraw, where I love best to conceal myself 
and rest. There I find a life indescribable, a joy that I cannot explain, 
a peace, the like of which cannot be found under the hospitable roof 
of the best of friends. The tabernacle of Jesus is a shield against all 
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my enemies, against Satan, the world, my passions and evil inclina- 
tions. Jesus is a support to my weakness, a consolation in suffering, 
a weapon in battle, a refreshment in heat, a nourishment in hunger, a 
recreation in weariness, a heaven on earth. The tabernacle of Jesus 
is my wealth in poverty, my treasure in need, my garment in naked- 
ness, my crown in misery. ‘The tabernacle of Jesus is my God and 
my all, my Jesus and my Redeemer! O tabernacle of my God, O my 
God in the tabernacle of the altar, O altar, on which rests the taber- 
nacle of my God!” 


Son 


A MARVELOUS LIFE RECOUNTED 


in the Book 
“FATHER PAUL OF MOLL” 
Wonder-worker of the Nineteenth Century. 


Will be read with wonder and unflagging interest from cover to 
cover. In this saintly Benedictine were found the miraculous gifts 
of the apostolic age. His extraordinary mission from heaven may 
be summed up in the words of the Gospel: “‘He went about doing 
good.” 

Father Paul literally sowed marvels broadcast wherever he 
went. He commanded the elements, healed the sick, read the 
secrets of men’s consciences and foretold future events. More 
than a million persons had recourse to this servant of God. He was 
a friend and protector of the poor and afflicted, and the services he 
rendered to suffering humanity are incalculable. 

Father Paul loved to ascribe all the miracles he worked to the 
intercession of St. Benedict, and he wrought numberless miracles in 
virtue of St. Benedict’s medal. 

The book contains about 400 pages, and gives a short biography 
of this holy monk, the wonders he wrought, some of his prophetic 
and striking sayings, and a number of his soul-inspiring letters; 
also an account of the life and miracles of St. Benedict written by 
St. Gregory the Great, and an explanation of the St. Benedict’s medal. 

Handsomely printed and attractively bound in blue cloth with 
gilt title; five full-page illustrations. Price, prepaid $1.00 

A copy of “FATHER PAUL OF MOLL” would make a 
most welcome Christmas gift. 


Address: TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY, CLYDE, MO. 
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Union for the Holy Souls. 


S|] HEN our Lord in His prayer on the eve of His bitter passion 
solemnly asserted His union with the Father, He likewise 
enunciated the principle, that to reap the benefit of the 
redemption it is necessary for the faithful to be united to 
Him and with each other, and He therefore continued in His prayer: 
‘“‘Not for them only do I pray; but for them also who through their 
word shall believe in Me: that they all may be one, as Thou, Father, 
in Me and I in Thee, that they also may be one in us” (John xvii. 20). 

This union, for which the Redeemer prayed, was to embrace all 
Christians, not only in life, but beyond death: “‘T will that where I 
am, they also whom Thou hast given Me may be with Me.” Hence 
this union embraces the three grand divisions of the Church, the 
Church Triumphant, the Church Militant, and the Church Suffering. 

But this union should not be manifested in general only by a 
common faith and common worship, it should prove itself by mercy, 
compassion and charity for the brethren in the faith. ‘‘And in fine 
be ye all of one mind, having compassion one for another, being 
lovers of the brotherhood, merciful, modest, humble. Not rendering 
evil for evil, nor railing for railing, but contrarywise, blessing: for 
unto this are you called, that you may inherit a blessing” (1 Pet. iii. 
8, 9). And even this does not exhaust all the demands of Christian 
unity. There is required above all union and communion in prayer, 
which enjoys such grand commendation and promise from our Divine 
Lord: “‘Again I say to you, that if two of you shall consent upon 
earth, concerning anything whatever they shall ask, it shall be done 
to them by My Father, Who is in heaven. For where there are two 
or three gathered together in My name, there I am in the midst of 
them” (Matt. xviii. 19). 

The purpose and end of a union for the suffering souls is not 
only in accord with the teachings, principles and monitions of our 
merciful Savior, but it is the last good work, which we may perform 
in the service of charity; this purpose is the last link in the golden 
chain, which begins with faith in the cross of our Savior and pro- 
vresses by a thousand good works and prayers. 

Now, as the end crowns the work, so is this work of ransoming 
a soul from purgatory the crown of all works of charity. Certainly 
the soul would not be detained in this prison of purgatory, even if 
we made no effort in its behalf. But to redeem it before the end of 
its purgatorian term and present it before an appeased God, is, so to 
speak, to wrestle successfully with God Himself, similarly to Jacob, 
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who wrestled with the angel of God. In the Old Law God complained 
through the prophet Isaias, that no one arose to stay His avenging 
arm. Concerning this St. Bonaventure observes, that in the New 
Law we have the Blessed Virgin Mary, -who restrains her Son from 
executing His severe justice upon the sinner. In a similar manner 
the friends of the poor souls restrain the avenging arm of the almighty 
and infinitely just God. They labor in harmony with the merciful 
hearts of Jesus and Mary and help to accomplish the ardent desire 
of our Lord for the glory of His elect. 

“‘O the depth of the riches of the wisdom and the knowledge of 
God! How incomprehensible are His judgments and how unsearch- 
able His ways!” (Rom. xi. 33.) Thus the apostle cries out consid- 
ering how God turns the sin of man to an occasion of mercy. 

Since then the purpose of assisting the suffering souls has in view 
the most charitable and noble work of Christian mercy, there can be 
no more worthy object in exhorting Christians to assist the holy, 
suffering souls by prayer and good works. 





Select Prayer Books. 


GOLDEN LINKS. An ideal prayer book, suitable for all 
classes of Catholics, for young and old. Besides the usual Church 
Devotions, it contains only most excellent original prayers, not 
found in other prayer books. 

White celluloid binding, with beautiful chromo design, round 
corners, gilt edges, metal clasp. Size 4% x 2% in. 347 pages $1.50 


Persian Calf, limp, round corners, gilt edges 1.20 
French Morocco, gilt edges 75, 
Morocco, red edges .65 


JOY IN GOD. A handy “Vest Pocket Manual.’’ Contents 
similar to Golden Links. Size 43% x 2% in. 270 pages 


German Calf, gilt edges $1.35 
Morocco Grain, gilt edges 75 
Morocco, red edges 65 


GEMS OF PRAYERS. A prayer book for all. Size 432 x 3% 
in. 402 pages. Black leather binding, gilt edges, $0.80, $1.00, $1.50. 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory,” Clyde, Mo. 
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KARR SUPPLY CO. 


Home Office: St. Louis Office : 
Belleville, Ill. , 737 Century Bldg. 
Steam & Hot Water Heating Contractors 
Correspondence solicited Estimates furnished 
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The Burnes National Bank 
St. Joseph, Mo. 
United States Depository 


Capital and Surplus $270,000 
A thoroughly modern organization, which endeavors to 
maintain the highest state of efficiency in every department 
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St. Benedict Academy and College 


In connection with which is conducted a school for little boys 
between the ages of six and twelve years 


ST. JOSEPH, MINNESOTA. 


Primary, Preparatory and Academic Courses, accred- 
ited to the State University. Departments of Music, Art, 
Elocution and Domestic Science. Embroidery and Plain 
Needle Work. For Prospectus address : 

Sister Directress 
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Notice :—It often happens that some of our readers send in their sub- 
scription, but forget to give their name and address. In such cases it is 
absolutely impossible to credit the payment to the party or to make inquiries 
regarding same. We earnestly beg our readers, therefore, always to enclose 
their full address when writing. If you have changed your address since 
receiving our booklet, do not fail to give both your OLD and NEW address. 
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A Tested Remedy. When the cold 


weather sets in, many people take cold and contract 
rheumatism, which frequently is very painful, and, be- 
sides, often prevents the sufferer from attending to his 
duties. We have a most effective remedy: 


“Santa Barbara Liniment,”’ 


which may be applied for rheumatism of this kind, with 
excellent results. 

During the last years we have received very many 
testimonials, expressing gratitude, and acknowledging 
the efficaciousness of this liniment. This remedy should 
be a home remedy, and ought always to be kept on 
hand, that it can be applied, when any member of the 
family has contracted rheumatism or neuralgia by 


a cold. 
Price per bottle, postpaid $1.00 


Father Paul of Moll. 


A book which is read with wonder and edification. Con- 
tains an interesting account of the numerous miracles wrought 
by this saintly Benedictine in our own day, some of his pro- 
phetic and striking sayings, and a number of his soul-inspiring 
letters. 

Handsomely printed and attractively bound in blue cloth, 
with five full-page illustrations, 400 pages $1.00 
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